
 

  BRHS Course Expectations and Information 
 

This document is intended to provide information and expectations about specific courses in order to help students select appropriate courses with a balanced 

schedule. This information is from teachers who have taught or are teaching the course and may not necessarily be the same for every student. Not all courses 

are included in this document. Please contact the Department Chair for the subject of interest with questions. 

English 

 

 

Course 

# of hours per week 

of suggested study 

or assignments 

outside of class 

 

Types of assignments (i.e. writing papers, 

practice problems, studying, group 

assignments) 

 

 

Feedback for students interested in taking the course 

 
 

AP Literature 

 
Reading & Writing 

Assignments:      

 5 to 10 hours per 

week 

5 one-page thought papers; two 3-5 page essays. 

Timed in-class essays (2/month). Class discussions; 

seminars. Annotating books.  Fictional reading & 

analysis: poetry, short stories, and novels. 6-8 

books/year. 

 

You should enjoy reading fiction and discussing the material on a 
college level. 

 
 
 
 
 

AP Language 

 

 

Reading & Writing 

Assignments:       

5 to 10 hours per week 

Timed essays, rhetorical analysis essays, synthesis 

essays, argumentative essays, personal responses, 

exploring a variety of modes and genres in writing, 

several independent reading/annotating books per 

quarter, reading/analyzing essays, various seminars and 

discussions, persuasive speeches, vocabulary, activities 

to help students develop their writing voices, and a 

variety of other writing/rhetoric focused activities. 

 
 

 
Students taking AP Language and Composition must enjoy reading, 

writing, thinking, and speaking. Students must be critical thinkers who 

are prepared to work at a college level. Students must be aware that 

this class focuses on non- fiction literature and writing. 

 
English 12 

Dual 

Enrollment 

 
Reading & Writing 

Assignments: intensive 

college work load 

 
15-20 pages of final essay copy; daily writing and 

reading; skills-based class; 2-3 books/semester. 

 
You should be prepared to think, read, and write on a college level.  

You need to be able to handle multiple assignments.  College 

syllabus applies. 

 
English 11 

Honors 

 
2 novels per quarter, at 

least one read completely 

outside of class (lit circles) 

 
One seminar and two major writing assignments 

(through the entire writing process) per quarter. 

 
Reading at a post-high school, or at least 12th grade, level; 

maintaining an A in an academic class or an A or a B in an 

honors class the previous year 

 
English 

10 

Honors 

 

 
3 hours per week 

 
Close reading and analysis, daily at home reading, 

preparation for literature discussion, literary research 

papers, typed essays. 

 
This course is for students who enjoy reading and writing and are 

willing to engage difficult texts that require critical 

thinking. 

 

English 9 
Honors 

 

2 to 3 hours per week 

Independent reading, formal/informal writings, oral 
presentations, Socratic seminars, group/individual 

creative projects. 

It is recommended that students enjoy reading and writing.  

Students in this course should read above grade level 

(preferably post high school). 



Social Science 

Course 

# of hours per week 

of suggested study 

or assignments 

outside of class 

 

Types of assignments (i.e. writing papers, 

practice problems, studying, group 

assignments) 

 

 

Feedback for students interested in taking the course 

Pre-AP World 
History 2 hours per class 

Writing historical essays, reading comprehension, 
analysis of documents, and notetaking. 

Students encouraged to communicate with instructors themselves 
instead of parents. Take ownership of strengths and weaknesses. 

AP World History 2 hours per class  
Excellent reading comprehension – textbook is college 

level, writing essays and notetaking. 
Only AP class available to sophomores. Pre-AP not required but sets a 

good foundation. Students must take initiative. 

D.E. US History 2 hours per class 
Reading textbook chapters, taking comprehension 

quizzes, tests and essays. 
Slightly slower pace than AP History as instructor has until last day of 

school to complete content. Credit is not contingent on an exam. 

AP US & VA 
History 

2 to 3 hours per class 
Reading textbook chapters, taking comprehension 

quizzes, tests and essays. 
Content must be complete by early May in preparation for exam – 

instructor moves at a much faster pace than DE History. 

D.E. Government 30 minutes per class 
Two semester courses - Write a minimum of 2-5 page 

essays/semester and complete final exam each semester.  
Final grade for each semester goes on college transcript. College level 

work assigned and expected. Focus on US Gov’t. 

AP US 
Government 

45 mins per class  
Reading textbook chapters, taking comprehension 

quizzes, tests and essays. 
Focuses on US and Comparative Gov’t 

Mathematics 

 

 

Course 

# of hours per week 

of suggested study 

or assignments 

outside of class 

 

Types of assignments (i.e. writing papers, 

practice problems, studying, group 

assignments) 

 

 

Feedback for students interested in taking the course 

 

 
Geometry 

 

2 to 3 hours per week 

 

Daily homework requires about 30 min. Construction 

projects done with compass and straight-edge. 

1-2 quizzes per chapter, 2-3 chapters per quarter. 

 

 

 
Functions 

 

 
60 to 90 minutes per week 

Projects, individual and group, done mostly in class, 

that extend the concepts learned in Algebra 1. 

Homework for some classes, 50- 75%. 

If you want to strengthen your algebra skills prior to Algebra 2, then 

this is a great choice. 



 

Algebra 2 

 
 

3 to 4 hours per week 

 

 
Daily homework, 3-4 problem sets per quarter, 4-5 

quizzes/tests per quarter. 

 

 

This course requires a STRONG Algebra background. It is 
recommended that you have passed your Algebra 1 SOL. 

 
 

 
Algebra 2/Trig 

 
 

 

4 to 5 hours per week  

 

 
Daily homework, 1-2 problem sets per quarter, a quiz 

or test nearly every week. 

 
This course requires a STRONG Algebra background.  It is 

recommended that you have not only passed your Algebra 1 SOL, 

but have been very successful in your Algebra 1 and Geometry 

classes. 

 
 
 

Advanced 

Functions 

 
 

 

3 to4 hours per week   

 

 
Daily homework assignments (from textbook and/or 

worksheets), 1-2 problem sets per quarter, 4-5 

quizzes/tests per quarter.  

 
 

This course requires a strong Algebra background.  Students 

should have received at least a C in Algebra 2 and have 

passed the Algebra 2 SOL 

 
 
 
 

 
Pre-Calc 

 
 
 

 

4 to 5 hours per week  

 
 
 

 
Outside work includes problem sets, take-home 

quizzes, projects and studying for test and quizzes. 

 

 
This course encompasses all prior level math skills.  If a student is 

weak in any prior math classes, it is recommended they take 

advanced functions to strengthen those skills. It requires students to 

be accurate with material and knowledgeable.  This is a fast pace 

course and all practice for the class is done outside the classroom. 

Students also have to be self-motivated to receive extra help in this 

course, i.e. asking questions and attending extra study sessions when 

available. 

 
 
 

Math Analysis 

 
 

4 to 5 hours per week 

 

 
Homework, problem sets, "Take-Home" Quizzes, and 

studying for regular quizzes and tests. 

 
This course is part of a sequence of advanced mathematical studies 

beginning with Algebra 2/Trigonometry and including AP Calculus BC.  

The course combines concepts from Pre-Calculus and Calculus AB. 

The course is designed for advanced students who are capable 

of a more rigorous course at an accelerated pace. 

 
 
 

AP Calculus AB 

 
 

 

3 to 4 hours per week  

 
You will be assigned book work after each lesson and 

will need to study every night for Daily quizzes. Each 

quarter will also have two to three problem sets, two 

chapter tests, and one quarter test. As Mr. Muscarella 

said below, Always Practice equals AP! 

 
This may be the first math class where you will need to do a good 

amount of studying outside of the classroom.  Advanced Placement is 

just that, advanced. The focus will be on insight (the "why" instead of 

just the "how") instead of simply the mechanics.  A STRONG Algebra 

background is crucial to success in this course. Please speak to 

current AP students (all students, not just the students earning As) to 

get the best idea of what to expect. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
AP Calculus BC 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6 to 8 hours per week 

 
 
 
 

 
Homework from text each class, weekly problem sets, 

daily quizzes, group work, lots of AP style questions 

 

It is critical that you balance your life appropriately. This course is 

demanding - you should NEVER wait until the night before to begin 

studying for a test, or completing a problem set. You will struggle a lot 

if you do this. This course covers all of the AB topics by 

January/February. AP stands for Always Practicing. Even though 

there will be weekends, holidays, and even some snow days, you will 

always be practicing and having something to work on. 

Students are expected to apply their knowledge, not just simply 

regurgitate formulas. You will gain valuable insight in utilizing your 

knowledge throughout the year. If you took Math Analysis, you need 

to speak to current students to gain their perspective. 

 
 

AP Statistics 

 
 

3 to 4 per week 

 
 

Reading and outlining. Basic computations, interpreting 
and analyzing. 

 
 

Do the work and you will be fine, skimp and you will suffer…… 

                          Science 
 

 

Course 

# of hours per week 

of suggested study 

or assignments 

outside of class 

 

Types of assignments (i.e. writing papers, 

practice problems, studying, group 

assignments) 

 

 

Feedback for students interested in taking the course 

 
Earth 

Science 

 
1 to 2 hours per week 

 
Practice Problems, notetaking via media 

presentation, worksheets, study outside of class. 

 
Earth Systems study, including Geology, Astronomy, Oceanography 
and Meteorology. Focus on intrinsic vocabulary and interpretation of 

charts and graphs. 

 
Research 

Earth 
Science 

 

 
3 to 4 hours per week 

 
Practice Problems, notetaking via media 

presentation, worksheets, study outside of class. 
Focus on research in the curriculum.  25% of the grade is 

derived from the research component. 

 

Earth Systems study, including Geology, Astronomy, Oceanography 
and Meteorology. Mastery of vocabulary items as well as 

interpretation of charts and graphs. Focus on curricula research. 

 
   
 
Biology 

 

 
 

1 to 2 hours per week 

 
Testing of ideas; prediction, measurement, data 
collection; evaluation of sources of information; 
collaborative investigation; interpretation and 

communication of findings; evaluation and verification of 
findings. 

 
Students gain detailed knowledge of living systems.  Areas of 

investigation also include cellular organization, genetics, ecosystems 
and changes in organisms over time. Controlled experiments are 

performed and results are reported. Students enrolled in life science 
courses participate in animal dissection. 

 

 
Research 
Biology 

 

 

3 to 4 hours per week 

 
Testing of ideas; prediction, measurement, data 
collection; evaluation of sources of information; 
collaborative investigation; interpretation and 

communication of findings; evaluation and verification of 
findings. Emphasis is on research curricula. 25% of the 

grade is derived from the research component. 

 
The importance of science research is emphasized. Areas of 

investigation also include cellular organization, genetics, ecosystems 
and changes in organisms over time. Controlled experiments are 

performed and results are reported. Students enrolled in life science 
courses participate in animal dissection 



 

 

Chemistry 

 
 

4 to 5 hours per week 

Algebra I Is a prerequisite though the recommendation is 

that students should be enrolled in Algebra II.  Emphasis 

on labs activities, mathematical calculations as well as 

work outside of class to reinforce learning. 

Students investigate kinetic theory, the Periodic Table, 

stoichiometry, chemical reactions, and chemical equilibrium. 

Students report findings of both qualitative and quantitative data, 

use correct expression of significant figures and error, and factor 

labeling in problem solving 

 

 

Research 

Chemistry 

 
  

5 to 6 hours per week 

Algebra I Is a prerequisite though the recommendation is 

that students should be enrolled in Algebra II.  Emphasis 

on labs activities, mathematical calculations as well as 

work outside of class to reinforce learning.  25% of the 

grade is derived from the research component.  

Students investigate kinetic theory, the Periodic Table, 

stoichiometry, chemical reactions, and chemical equilibrium. 

Students report findings of both qualitative and quantitative data, 

use correct expression of significant figures and error, and factor 

labeling in problem solving 

 

Conceptual 

Physics 

 
 

1 to 2 hours per week 

Algebra I is a prerequisite. Students build on basic 

physical principles by exploring the nature and 

characteristics of energy and its dynamic interaction with 

matter. Students gain a conceptual understanding of 

physical systems. 

Students build on basic physical principles by exploring the nature 

and characteristics of energy and its dynamic interaction with matter. 

Students gain a conceptual understanding of physical systems. 

Students use Algebra I to understand concepts. 

 
   Physics 

 
 

3 to 4 hours per week 

Students engage in experimentation, apply scientific 

reasoning, and perform data analysis and 

interpretation. Laboratory work includes 

graphical analysis. Algebra II is a prerequisite. 

Physics seeks to understand and explain the behavior of matter and 

energy. Students will recognize that innumerable phenomena can 

be explained by a surprisingly small collection of related concepts. 

Students use algebra, statistics, and trigonometry to understand 

concepts. 

 

 

Environmental 

Science 

 

 
1 to 2 hours per week 

Inquiry skills are developed through fieldwork, service 
projects, & collaborative investigation. Because of the 
interdisciplinary focus, students are challenged with 

diverse topics, rigorous reading requirements, & 
opportunity for written & oral presentation. 

Environmental science synthesizes pieces of physics, chemistry, 

earth science and biology while developing the naturalist intelligence. 

Students will gain an understanding of ecological concepts including 

air, water, soil, biological diversity and human impacts. 

 

 
 

AP Biology 

 
 

6 to 8 hours per week 

Emphasis on the testing of ideas; prediction, 

measurement, data collection & representation; 

evaluation of sources of information; collaborative 

investigation; interpretation, communication, evaluation & 

verification of findings & considerations relating to 

research. 

The AP Biology material studied is comparable to that in a freshman 

college level course and includes extended lab experiences. The 

course emphasizes evolution, energy dynamics, maintenance of 

homeostasis and ecology using inquiry based learning. 

 
 

AP 

Chemistry 

 
6 to 8 hours per week 

Extensive Lab exercises.  Generation and testing of 
ideas; prediction, measurement, data collection and 
representation; evaluation of sources of information; 

collaborative investigation; interpretation and 
communication of findings. 

The program offers the opportunity to extend the understanding of 

general and analytical chemistry through a fast-paced, college-

level Advanced Placement program. 

 

AP 

Environment al 

Science 

 

 
4 to 5 hours per week 

Prerequisite: Two years of science (Life and Physical). 
This class involves indoor and outdoor laboratory 

activities, field studies, case studies, classwork and 
discussion, reading and reflection assignments, and 

individual and group projects. 

The goal of this one semester college equivalent course is to 

provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and 

methodologies required to understand the natural world and to 

identify, analyze and evaluate risks associated with environmental 

problems. 

 

AP Physics C 

 
 

6 to 8 hours per week 

 
Physics is a prerequisite; Calculus is a Co-requisite. 

Pre-calculus and calculus skills are 
used to develop concepts and solve problems. 

The AP Physics offers students the opportunity to extend their 

understanding of the behavior of matter and energy through a fast-

paced, college-level program. Emphasis is placed on mechanics, 

the student has the option to study additional topics. 



 

Independent 

Student 

Research (ISR) 

 

 

6 to 8 hours per week 

Prerequisite: Completion of 3 Lab Sciences in different 
disciplines (to be chosen from: Earth Science, Biology, 

Chemistry, Physics or AP Sciences). Focus is on 
sustained, scientific inquiry. Students take 

responsibility for project development, defending 
procedures and presenting results. 

This elective science course is intended for seniors interested in 
continuing their study through an independent project in science, 

engineering, mathematics or computer science. Students 
participating in ISR should have a significant science background 

prior to entering the course. 

Dual- 

Enrollment 

Geospatial 

Science (GIS) 

 

 

1 to 2 hours per week 

GIS visualizes information by taking numbers and 
words from the rows and columns in databases and 

spreadsheets and puts them on a map.  . 

Students will learn all the essential skills and tools necessary to 
use GIS software to become effective problem solvers, and to 

practice spatial analysis. Teacher-directed activities will gradually 
lead to more student-directed research. 

World Languages 

 
Course 

Types of assignments (i.e. writing papers, practice problems, 

studying, group assignments) 

Feedback for students interested in taking the course 

 

French, 

German, 

Spanish Level I 

French: Vocabulary and structural drills/games, interpersonal and presentational 

speaking and writing activities, interpretive listening activities, dialogue recitations 

and creations, short written, structured compositions. German: same as activities 

listed in level 2. 

Students should be willing to open their minds to a new type of 

learning experience and realize that they may be uncomfortable at 

first, but will gradually become more at ease if they continue to 

focus and work hard in all activities presented in Level 1. 

 

 French, 

German, 

Spanish Level II 

French: Same as Level 1 with increasing difficulty and expectations in terms of 

language proficiency and performance. Spanish: roleplaying, reading, listening, 

writing short paragraphs, participating in short conversations. 

Projects and formal presentations. Games to reinforce material German: same 

 

C in level 1 and teacher recommendation. 

 

French, 

German, 

Spanish  

Level III 

French: Same as Levels 1-2 with an increased attention to transitioning student from 

NOVICE level proficiency/performance to INTERMEDIATE level 

proficiency/performance to be gradually attained in Levels IVH and higher. Spanish: 

Paired and group speaking activities, conversations, presentations, cultural projects, 

more emphasis on writing and reading, exposure to authentic resources, increased 

focus on grammar/verb conjugations; German: same as activities listed in level 2. 

 

 
 

C in level 2 and teacher recommendation. 

 
 

French, German, 
Spanish Level 

IVH 

French: Students continue building proficiency in French by thoroughly reviewing 
previously learned grammar and vocabulary concepts at a more expansive, rigorous 
mode of study. Excerpts of authentic readings from novels, short stories, plays, and 

other genres give the student an opportunity to gain a deeper insight into the 
Francophone cultures of the world and real- life application of the language. This 

course is the first in a sequence of two preparatory curricula for the Advanced 
Placement ® French Language and Culture examination. Spanish: Paired and groups 
speaking activities, conversations, and presentations; Formal oral presentations and 
writing assignments, more interaction with authentic resources, fine-tuning grammar 
learned in levels 1-3. German: Presentations on current events; Informal speaking 

with peers and teacher. Persuasive essays. Formal emails. 

Grammar reviewed and used in context. Project based assignments. Listening and 

reading of advanced authentic material. Group discussions. 

 
 

C in level 3 and teacher recommendation. Students who are interested 
in applying to highly competitive school are strongly encouraged to take 

level IV/V/AP. 



 

 

 

 
 

French, 

German, 

Spanish Level 

V Honors 

French: Students begin to focus heavily on interpretive, interpersonal, and 

presentational communication via their strengthened listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing skills in contextualized themes associated with Global Issues, 

Contemporary Life, Family and Community, Beauty and Aesthetics, Personal and 

Public Identities, and Science and Technology, all required broad categories of study 

for pre-AP curricular study. This course is the second in a sequence of two 

preparatory curricula for the Advanced Placement ® French Language and Culture 

examination. See Spanish and German descriptions for these levels. Spanish: 

Research different cultures/countries; Group projects/presentations; Formal oral 

presentations; Review grammar from previous levels; Extensive writing and reading, 

Focus on authentic resources 

German: same as German activities in AP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C in level 4 and teacher recommendation. 

 

 

 

 
 

AP French,  

AP German,  

AP Spanish 

French: Students continue to focus heavily on interpretive, interpersonal, and 

presentational communication via their strengthened listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing skills in contextualized themes associated with Global Issues, Contemporary 

Life, Family and Community, Beauty and Aesthetics, Personal and Public Identities, 

and Science and Technology, all required broad categories of study for AP curricular 

study. This course is the final preparatory sequence for the Advanced Placement ® 

French Language and Culture examination. Activities are similar to those exhibited in 

Spanish and German courses at the same level.   Spanish: group research and formal 

presentations on topics like Science, Technology, Economy, Art, Society, Politics, 

Ethics, Nature, Literature. Informal speaking with peers and teacher. 

Persuasive essays. Formal emails. Grammar reviewed and used in context. Project 

based assignments. Listening and reading of advanced authentic material. Group 

discussions. German: all of the above, plus regular presentations on current events. 

 

 

 

 

 
Special interest for the language. B in Spanish IV or V. Good level in 

speaking and good grammar. Commitment to studying and 

reading  every day. 

Latin I 
Vocabulary/derivatives; grammar practice (workbook exercises); translation 

passages; Roman life/culture/history/mythology; excerpts of historical films; review 

games, small group work. 

 

 

Latin II 
Vocabulary/derivatives; grammar practice (workbook exercises); translation 

passages; Roman life/culture/history/mythology; Roman Alexandria; excerpts of 
historical films; review games, small group work. 

 

C in level 1 and teacher recommendation. 

 

 
Latin III 

Vocabulary/derivatives; grammar practice (workbook exercises); translation 

passages; Roman life/culture/history/mythology; excerpts of historical films; review 

games, small group work, 

 

C in level 2 and teacher recommendation. 

 

 
 

Latin IVH 

Vocabulary/derivatives; grammar practice (workbook exercises); translation 
passages; Roman life/culture/history/mythology; excerpts of historical films; review 
games, small group work; introduction of poetic devices, introduction of scansion; 
Star Wars Film Project; primary source works of Martial, Ovid, Vergil and Catullus. 

 
 

C in level 3 and teacher recommendation. 

 

Latin VH 
Vocabulary; Roman culture/history/mythology; excerpts of historical films; small 

group work; more practice with poetic devices and scansion; primary source works 
of Cicero, Ovid, Vergil and Caesar. 

 

C in level 4 and teacher recommendation. 

 

AP Latin 

 

Primary source works from Vergil's Aeneid and Julius Caesar’s de Bello Gallico. 

Translation and textual analysis, reading of scholarly journals, AP practice, essay 

writing 

 

C in level 5 and teacher recommendation. This class is usually a 

combination class and requires a very motivated, organized and 

independent learner. 



 

 

ASL I 

 
Vocabulary, basic grammar, Deaf culture, Deaf history, introductions, the ear, 

technology for the Deaf, Deaf President Now, presentational signing, conversations 

 
 

Students should be willing to open their minds to a new language 

that is not English.  They should be willing to present information 

in front of the class. 

 

 

 

ASL II 

 
Vocabulary, grammar, signed phrases, famous Deaf people, classifiers, Deaf 

President Now update, history of Deaf education, the Milan Conference, Americans 

with Disabilities Act, handshape stories, presentational signing, conversations 

 

 
 

C or better in Level 1 and teacher recommendation 

 

 

ASL III 

 
Vocabulary, ASL poetry, ASL drama, humor, legends, literature, novels, 

handshape stories, Deaf culture, Deaf sport, countries, future plans, 

presentational signing, conversations, timed signing presentations 

 

 

C or better in Level 2 and teacher recommendation 

Health/PE 

Course # of hours per week 
of suggested study 

or assignments 
outside of 

class 

 

Types of assignments (i.e. writing papers, 
practice problems, studying, group assignments) 

 
 

Feedback for students interested in taking the course 

 
 
 
 
 

Driver's 
Education 

 
Must attend the PSTD 
with a parent. That is 
the 11/2 hour that is 
part of the mandated 

37.5 hours of 
Classroom Driver's 

Education. There will be 
homework periodically 

during the course of the 
semester. Driving with a 
parent(s) and keeping 

track of the driving 
hours by completing the 

45 hour log. 

 

 

 

 

In class and homework projects. Written tests, and a 

culminating written test at the completion of the course.  

 

The Health/PE curriculum now includes CPR, AED and 
First Aid instruction requirement for graduation. 

 
 
 
 
 

State Mandated Course Part of the 10th grade HPE Curriculum. This is 
a partnership between you, the student, your teacher and your 

parents/guardians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

                         Fine Arts  
 

Course 

# of hours per week 

of suggested study 

or assignments 

outside of 

class 

Types of assignments (i.e. writing 

papers, practice problems, studying, 

group assignments) 

 

Feedback for students interested in taking the course 

 

 

 

 
 

Beginning Guitar 

 

 

 

 
 

45 minutes practice per day 

 

 

 

 
 

Chord development: fingerpicking/strummer 

The Beginner Level is for students with no previous playing experience or at 

the early stages of development. Students will learn the foundational skills that 

encompass all areas of guitar theory and performance. Patient guidance and 

sequential and easy to understand concepts will enable the beginning student 

to develop skills quickly and efficiently. You will learn chord forms and how to 

manipulate them using various picking patterns and techniques. In addition, 

beginning scale patterns and note reading will be taught. After the student 

becomes functional then composition and songwriting are introduced. As with 

all levels of guitar study, improvisation and composition will enable the student 

to create and express themselves in and out of class time. A dependable nylon 

string guitar is preferred for home study and school performance although 

students with any type of guitar can register for the program. 

 
Chorus 

 

 

Minimum, 30 minutes 
Music literacy skills through individual and 

group work assignments. Sight singing 
exercises. Solo/small group singing 

opportunities. 

There are 3 auditioned levels of chorus and one non-auditioned chorus. The 
auditioned levels require more practice time and more after school 

performances. Auditions will be in April. 

 
Beginning 

Orchestra (String 
Ensemble) 

 
 

3 to 5 hours per week 

This ensemble meets in conjunction with 
the intermediate students.  This section is 
for students who are 1) returning from a 
hiatus 2)learning a second instrument or 
3) are highly motivated beginners with no 

experience. 

Students wishing to switch from one string instrument to another MUST have 
director approval. Beginners should also contact director for details. 

Intermediate 

Orchestra 

(string 

Ensemble) 

 
2 to 4 hours per week 

This ensemble is designed to develop 
strong foundations in string playing and 
developing ensemble skills/leadership. 

Prerequisite: placement audition and 2 years of middle school/high school 
orchestra or director recommendation 

Advanced 

Orchestra 

(Concert 

Orchestra) 

 
2 to 4 hours per week 

This ensemble focuses on advancing 
techniques in string playing and 

developing ensemble skills/leadership. 

Prerequisite: placement audition and 3 years of a middle school/high school 

orchestra program or director recommendation. 

 

Artist 

Orchestra 

(Chamber 

Orchestra) 

 
 

2 to 6 hours per week 

This ensemble requires the student to 
have an EXISTING foundation in 

advancing technique/advanced solo 
repertoire. Students are also expected to 
have 3+ years of experience in orchestral 
performance.  Private instruction is highly 

recommended. 

Prerequisite: placement audition. Students in this group have 

responsibilities beyond required performances including peer 

tutoring, section leading, and community performances.  

Students are also expected to audition for JRO, SRO, and/or 

All-County Orchestra. 



 

 

 
 

Art I 

 

 

 
 

1 hour per week 

 
Exploring elements of art and principles of 

design through drawing, painting, printmaking, 

art history and sculpture. Students will 

participate in Projects, Critiques - oral/written, 

and preparing/exhibiting work. Sketchbooks 

required. 

 

 
Students should have an interest in drawing. This is a project oriented class. 

Daily effort and participation is an important part of this course. A sketchbook 

is required for the year. Students work on building a portfolio that develops a 

range of art techniques. 

 

 

 
Art II 

 

 

 
1 to 2 hours per week 

 
Focus is placed on concept, composition and 

design. Students are exposed to a variety of 

mediums beyond Art I. Students will participate 

in Projects, Critiques - oral/written, and 

preparing/exhibiting work. Sketchbooks 

required. 

 

 
Prerequisite: Art I or portfolio review. This is a project oriented course. Daily 

effort and participation are an important part of this course. A sketchbook is 

required. 

 
 
 

Art III 

 
 
 

2 hours per week 

Focus is placed on developing personal artistic 

style while continuing to develop skills. 

Students are encouraged to do more research 
on their own. Students will have projects, in- 

process critiques, oral/written critiques, 
collaborative work and time preparing/exhibiting 

artwork. Students begin to develop a 
concentration. Sketchbooks required. 

Prerequisite: Art II or portfolio review. This is a project oriented course. Daily 
effort and participation are an important part of this course. A sketchbook is 

required. 

 
 
 

Art IV 

 
 
 

2 to 3 hours per week 

Students work on rounding out their portfolio to 
include a variety of mediums, techniques and 
styles. A personal artistic voice is developed 

through their work, research and art production. 
An art concentration and end of the year exhibit 

are required. Sketchbooks required. 

Prerequisite: Art III or portfolio review. This is a project oriented course. Self- 
initiative is important. Daily effort and participation are an important part of this 

course. A sketchbook is required. 

 
 
 

AP Art 

 
 
 

Varies, 3+ hours per week 

Students identify whether they will pursue AP 

Drawing or AP 2-D Design Portfolio. They 

become responsible for working individually to 

meet portfolio deadlines. Teacher acts as 

mentor. Quality pieces to be mailed - 5 pieces, 

Breadth work - 12 pieces and Concentration - 

12 pieces. An end of the year exhibit is required. 

Sketchbooks required. 

Prerequisite: Art III/IV or portfolio review. self-initiative, daily effort and 
participation are an important part of this course. 

 
 
 

Drawing/Painting 

 
 
 

1 hour per week 

Students improve their ability to draw and paint 

through exploring different techniques and 

different materials: pencil, pen and ink, 

charcoal, colored pencil, oil pastel, watercolor 

and acrylic. Sketchbooks required. 

Prerequisite: Art I This is run like a studio class, where students will work on 
drawing or painting skills daily. A sketchbook is required. 



 

 
Sculpture 

 
1 hour per week 

Students explore working in three 

dimensions. Materials vary: paper, wire, 

clay, plaster craft, wood, Styrofoam, 

recycled materials. 

Prerequisite: Art I This is run like a studio with a lot of trial and error while 

working with materials to explore their capabilities. A sketchbook is required. 

 

 

 

 
Photography 

 

 

 

 
varies per assignment 

Students learn the fundamentals of digital and 

film photography. Assignments include pinhole 

photography, 35mm film photography, b & w 

film development, darkroom printing, point and 

shoot vs. DSLR digital photography, editing 

photos in Adobe Photoshop CC, the history of 

photography, research assignments, reflective 

writing, photo critiques and analysis. 

This is an introductory photography class; students with prior photo knowledge 

are expected to work more independently, and can choose more self-directed 

projects. Students should possess their own digital camera - either a simple 

point-and-shoot or DSLR. A film camera is not required, but highly 

recommended. Students need to be disciplined, patient, mature, and 

responsible, with a strong interest in the subject. This is a technical class in 

which you will learn how the camera works to get desired results. Prerequisite 

is Art I, but Seniors may be grandfathered in based on level of interest, intent. 

 

 

 
Theatre I 

 

 

 
30 mins per week 

Hands on performance technique. In class 
performances based projects centering on 

demonstration of skills. Work in small and large 
groups, sometimes individual. Light scene work. 
Write a few small play reviews and reflections. 

Come in with curiosity, a willingness to learn and have fun, remain focused 

and dedicated, and expect the most of yourself when working on scene work 

with your partner. No experience with theatre or onstage is necessary. Only a 

desire to explore and to relate theatrically to the larger world around you. 

 
 
 

Theatre 2 

 
 

30 mins per week 

In class performance based projects 
demonstrating acquired skills and technique. 
Heavy acting scene work and improv, light 

playwriting. Some light written analysis. Learn 
basic stage make-up. 

 

 

 
 

Theatre 3 

 
 

30 mins per week 

Exposure to directing. Advanced scene work in 
acting. Director notes and reflections. Create 
plans and adaptations of short stories. Write 

short plays and monologues.  

 

 
 

Theatre 4 

 
 

30 mins per week 

Independently driven projects centering on a 
variety of theatrical skills from directing to 
playwriting. Deep scene study. Monologue 
memorization/delivery and character study. 
Direct a short play in the Cornfield Picks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tech Theatre I 

 

 

 

30 mins per week 

This is a hands-on type pf class. As such, 
students will be engaged, creating, and 

participating in whatever show is currently in 
production at BRHS. There are opportunities to 
study lighting, props, sound board, costumes, 

hair and makeup, and stage management. 
Working closely with Tech Theatre II students, 

Tech Theatre I students learn the basic 
technical elements of theatre and stage. 

No experience is necessary. Only creativity, a desire to be precise, punctual, to 

strive for perfection (which we know can never be reached) however we strive 

for it nonetheless as a benchmark and a way to heighten our skills and teach 

us things about the process as well as ourselves. Be willing to learn, be willing 

to explore, be willing to try! 

 
 

Tech Theatre 2 

 
 

30 mins per week 

Support projects from Theatre 2-4, as well as 
school productions. Design lights, sound, or 
sets . Stage management, set construction, 

costumes, make-up, props, and theatre 
hierarchy. Master use of equipment and tools.  

 

 

Band 
 

2 hours per week 
Band Ensembles perform various styles of 

music within different ensemble group settings 
which includes two concert bands, a jazz band 

and percussion ensemble. 

Prerequisite is having experience performing in school bands. 



 


